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W F R A N K  P O N T E R I O
b y  R a e w y n  K o h

THE 30-DAY DESIGN 
CHALLENGE

1RW�PDQ\�FDQ�RYHUKDXO�DQ�HQWLUH�SODQH�LQ����GD\V��EXW�&KLFDJR�EDVHG�LQWHULRU�GHVLJQHU��
)UDQN�3RQWHULR�VKRZHG�WKH�ZRUOG�LW�FRXOG�EH�GRQH

A�XVHG�&HVVQD�&LWDWLRQ�&-���FDPH�LQWR�SRVVHVVLRQ�RI�D�
ORQJVWDQGLQJ�FOLHQW�DQG�JROILQJ�

HDUOLHU�WKLV�\HDU��+DYLQJ�ZRUNHG�ZLWK�
3RQWHULR�RQ�D�QXPEHU�RI�UHVLGHQWLDO�
SURMHFWV��WKLV�IULHQG�NQHZ�WKDW�3RQWHULR�
KDG�WKH�SRWHQWLDO�WR�FRPSOHWHO\�RYHUKDXO�

LQWHULRUV�LQWR�VRPHWKLQJ�WKDW�ZRXOG�EHWWHU�
UHIOHFW�KLV�SHUVRQDOLW\�

3RQWHULR�ZDV�PRUH�WKDQ�KDSS\�WR�EH�
HQOLVWHG�WR�IXUQLVK�WKH�&HVVQD��7KH�FDWFK��
KRZHYHU��ZDV�WKDW�WKH�SODQH�KDG�WR�EH�
UHIXUELVKHG�ZLWKLQ����GD\V��LQ�RUGHU�IRU�KLV�
FOLHQW�WR�PDNH�LW�WR�WKH�0DVWHUV�7RXUQDPHQW�
LQ�$XJXVWD��*HRUJLD��3RQWHULR�ZDV�XS�IRU�
WKH�FKDOOHQJHV�DKHDG��D�WLJKW�WLPH�FUXQFK�
DQG�D�VPDOO�VSDFH�WR�ZRUN�ZLWK�

7KH�UHIXUELVKHG�SODQH�WRRN�PRUH�WKDQ�
MXVW�D�FRXSOH�RI�VPDOO�XSJUDGHV�DQG�DFWXDOO\�
VDZ�LW�EHLQJ�HQWLUHO\�VWULSSHG�GRZQ�VR�WKDW�
3RQWHULR�FRXOG�VWDUW�IURP�VFUDWFK��3RQWHULR�

VKDUHV�ZLWK�XV�KLV�GHVLJQ�SURFHVV�DQG�KLV�
IDYRXULWH�GHWDLOV�RI�WKH�&HVVQD�ZLWK�Jetgala�

What got you into interior design 
and why do you love it so much?
,�RULJLQDOO\�WKRXJKW�,�ZRXOG�EHFRPH�DQ�
DUFKLWHFW�EXW�DIWHU�VWXG\LQJ�LQWHULRUV�DQG�
XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�WKH�LQGXVWU\��,�IRXQG�PXFK�
PRUH�HQMR\PHQW�IURP�WKH�OHYHO�RI�GHWDLO�
LQYROYHG�ZLWK�LQWHULRU�GHVLJQ�DQG�WKH�
VWURQJ�UHODWLRQVKLSV�\RX�IRUP�ZLWK�FOLHQWV��
,�GR�VWLOO�JHW�WR�ZRUN�RQ�D�JRRG�DPRXQW�RI�
DUFKLWHFWXUH��WKRXJK��VLQFH�,�KDYH�DUFKLWHFWV�
RQ�P\�WHDP�ZKR�DVVLVW�ZLWK�DOO�RI�WKH�
LQWHULRU�GHWDLOLQJ��VR�LW�LV�UHDOO\�WKH�EHVW�RI�
ERWK�ZRUOGV�

What was most challenging about 
the detailing of the interior design of 
the Cessna Citation CJ2+?
,W�ZDV�PDNLQJ�VXUH�ZH�FRXOG�DFKLHYH�WKH�
OHYHO�RI�GHWDLOLQJ�ZH�ZDQWHG�IRU�WKH�VHDWV��
:H�ZHUH�DEOH�WR�UHXVH�WKH�IRDP�IRUP�IURP�
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F R A N K  P O N T E R I O

WKH�RULJLQDOV��ZKLFK�KHOSHG�WKH�EXGJHW���
EXW�,�DFWXDOO\�KDG�WR�WDNH�D�SHUPDQHQW�
PDUNHU�WR�GUDZ�RQ�ZKHUH�,�ZDQWHG�WKH�QHZ�
FUHDP�DQG�EOXH�VWLWFKLQJ�DQG�SLSLQJ�GHWDLOV�
WR�JR�RQWR�WKH�OHDWKHU��$W�OHDVW�WKH�FOLHQW�

GRQH�WR�PDWFK�

How do you maximise space and 
design in something small like a 
private jet?
,W�LV�WKH�VDPH�ZD\�\RX�WKLQN�DERXW�GHWDLOHG�
LQWHULRUV��:KHQ�ZH�ZRUN�RQ�UHVLGHQFHV��
ZH�GLYH�GHHS�LQWR�WKH�GHWDLOV�RI�SUHWW\�

GUDZHU��KRZ�LW�ZLOO�EH�XVHG��E\�ZKRP�DQG�
KRZ�RIWHQ��7KH�&HVVQD�ZDV�QR�GLIIHUHQW�

HYHU\WKLQJ�QHHGHG�IRU�D�JUHDW�IOLJKW��IURP�
FDVKPHUH�WKURZV�WR�GHVLJQLQJ�WKH�LQVLGH�
RI�WKH�PLOOZRUN�WR�KROG�VSHFLILF�JODVVZDUH��
SOD\LQJ�FDUGV�DQG�PXFK�PRUH�

7KH�PRVW�LPSRUWDQW�WKLQJ�WR�UHPHPEHU�
LV�WKDW�ZKHQ�GHVLJQLQJ�VPDOO�VSDFHV��WKH�
GHWDLOV�KDYH�WR�EH�VSRW�RQ��1RW�RYHU�WKH�WRS��
MXVW�VSRW�RQ��2Q�SODQHV��WKLV�LV�DPSOLILHG�DV�
\RX�KDYH�D�FDSWLYH�DXGLHQFH�WKDW�KDV�SOHQW\�
RI�WLPH�WR�WDNH�LQ�WKH�GHWDLOV�

What are your favourite details of 
the refurbished Cessna?
7KH�6FRWW�*URXS�6WXGLR�FDUSHW�LV�P\�
IDYRXULWH��0RVW�DLUFUDIW�KDYH�VLPSOH��
XWLOLWDULDQ�FDUSHWLQJ��EXW�ZH�ZDQWHG�
VRPHWKLQJ�GLIIHUHQW�DQG�XQH[SHFWHG���
:H�ZRUNHG�ZLWK�HLJKW�GLIIHUHQW�VKDGHV��
RI�EOXH�IRU�WKH�KHDWKHUHG�EDFNJURXQG��
DQG�LW�SDLG�RII�

What were your inspirations for the 
interiors of the jet? 

D�IULHQG�,�NQRZ�ZHOO��VR�,�ZDQWHG�LW�WR�
UHIOHFW�KLV�OLIHVW\OH�DQG�WDVWHV��+H�ZDQWHG�
VRPHWKLQJ�IUHVK�DQG�VPDUW��DQG�NQRZLQJ�
WKDW�KH�ORYHV�FRORXU��ZH�SXOOHG�WKH�EOXH�
LQWR�WKH�PL[��QRW�NQRZLQJ�LW�ZRXOG�WKHQ�

�������,W�LV�KLV�SODQH�DQG�FRPSOHWHO\�
UHIOHFWLYH�RI�KLV�VHQVLELOLWLHV��,W�LV�ZKDW�ZH�

What is the Frank Ponterio signature 
of interior design?
:LWK�FOLHQWV��LW�LV�DOO�DERXW�WKHLU�DHVWKHWLF��
+RZHYHU��PLQH�KDV�SHUVRQDOO\�EHHQ�IRUPHG�
RYHU�D�OLIHWLPH�DQG�LV�GLIIHUHQW��GHSHQGLQJ�

UHVLGHQFH�LV�D�����\HDU�ROG�FRXQWU\�KRXVH�
GHVLJQHG�E\�WKH�OHJHQGDU\�'DYLG�$GOHU��

D�WUXH�IDPLO\�KRPH�ZKHUH�ZH�HQWHUWDLQ��
DQG�HYHU\RQH�IHHOV�DV�FRPIRUWDEOH�DV�WKH\�
ZRXOG�LQ�WKHLU�RZQ�KRPH��,W�KDV�YLQWDJH�
OHDWKHU�FOXE�FKDLUV��IDQWDVWLF�KDQGPDGH�UXJV�
DQG�D�JUHDW��ZHOO�XVHG�NLWFKHQ�

0\�DSDUWPHQW�LQ�WKH�FLW\�LV�WRWDOO\�

ZLWK�JUHDW�DUW�DQG�RSHQ�URRPV�WR�UHIOHFW�
PRUH�RI�DQ�XUEDQ�OLIHVW\OH��,�DOVR�KDYH�

WKH�KRXVH�ZLWK�KHDY\�WLPEHUV�DQG�LURQ�
ZLWK�VRPH�GHWDLOV�WKDW�SXVK�LQWR�WKH�
FRQWHPSRUDU\�EXW�DUH�VWLOO�JURXQGHG�LQ�
FODVVLFDO�SURSRUWLRQV��:H�DUH�XVLQJ�D�ORW�RI�
JODVV�DFURVV�WKH�EDFN�WR�DOORZ�WKH�YLHZV�WR�

SUHWW\��(VVHQWLDOO\��,�OLNH�D�ORW�RI�GLIIHUHQW�
VW\OHV��ZLWK�WKH�FRPPRQ�WKUHDG�EHLQJ�
DXWKHQWLF��VROLG�HQYLURQPHQWV�ZLWK�WKHLU�
RZQ�SHUVRQDOLW\�DQG�VHQVH�RI�SODFH�

What other spaces are you looking 
to designing in the future?

�
DOO�DERXW�LQ�WRZQ�OLYLQJ��HQWHUWDLQLQJ��

�
FRPH�WR�OLIH�

KRXVH�RQ�WKH�:HVW�&RDVW�RI�)ORULGD��,W�
KDV�D�WRWDOO\�GLIIHUHQW�DHVWKHWLF�IRU�WKLV�

WKH�HQWLUH�SURMHFW��ZKHUH�ZH�ZLOO�DOVR�EH�
UHVSRQVLEOH�IRU�WKH�DUFKLWHFWXUH��LQWHULRUV�
DQG�ODQGVFDSLQJ�

DORQJ��


